
KAMASAGAKI VOCABULARY 
Cheap lodging house （簡易宿舎、ドヤ） Lodging houses for day laborers 
Community-based Support （コミュニティー・サポート）Community business, 

community money, and other work for social inclusion and social participation.  
Includes help for seniors and those who can not longer work. 

Day laborer unemployment insurance （雇用保険被保険者手帳、アブレ手帳、アブレ手

当て） Day laborers who did not find work can receive a daily payment with this 
system, but they must work a certain minimum number of days per month to 
qualify.  Of the roughly 20,000 workers in Kamagasaki, fewer than 10,000 qualify. 

Guarantor （保証人） Guarantors are necessary for loans, housing, etc.  It is almost 
impossible for day laborers to find people to guarantee them. 

Homeless （ホームレス）People without appropriate housing; can include those living in 
cheap lodging houses, shelters as well as those on the street. (cf. rough sleepers) 

Homeless Self-Help Support Law （ホームレス自立支援特別措置法）A 10-year measure 
enacted in 2002 recognizing government responsibility for homelessness and calling 
on local municipalities to take measures to provide employment, etc.  It does not 
have sufficient financial backing and has not yet proved to be very effective.  

Kamagasaki （釜ヶ崎）The administrative Airin district in Nishinari-ku, Osaka.  The 
population is consists of about 20,000 day laborers, who stay in 160 cheap lodging 
houses.  A work centre (yoseba) is located there.  Since the recession began, there 
has been a great reduction in the amount of work available, and rough sleepers stay 
in parks near Kamagasaki.  Most come to Kamagasaki every day.  Recently, the 
average age of the workers has increased, and many are now unable to work and 
are in need of care.  Kamagasaki has always had a strong labor movement, but 
NGO/NPO organizing began in Kamagasaki in the late 90’s. 

Kamagasaki Shien Kiko （釜ヶ崎支援機構）Refer to your handout 
Kamayan （カマヤン） The main character in a comic strip about homeless people 

written by Sen Arimura.  
Local currency （地域通過）Part of the community support project.  People offer what 

help they can in exchange for ‘kamas’.  
Nishinari-ku, Airin-chiku （西成区・あいりん地区）administrative area in which 

Kamagasaki is located. 
Nursing care insurance （介護保険）According to a law enacted in 1997, those in need of 

care.  Those receiving public assistance (welfare) are eligible for assistance.  
Since most people in Kamagasaki have no relatives to care for them, care is given 
by community workers and volunteers.   



Public assistance （生活保護）Money available for those in need, but requires a 
permanent address.  Day labor unemployment     

Recycle Goods Collection （資源ごみ回収）Many homeless people support themselves by 
collecting aluminum cans.  1 kg/100 yen.  It has become much more difficult to 
find them since new recycling laws and new rules about household garbage have 
been instituted by local communities.   

Rough sleepers （野宿者・路上生活者）As distinguished from homeless.  Those 
homeless people who live on the street, in parks, etc.  According to a 2003 survey, 
there were 25,296 rough sleepers in 581 municipalities.  Osaka had 7,757 (6,603 in 
Osaka City), followed by 6,361 in Tokyo.  About 70% of rough sleepers say the 
cause is a reduction in the amount of work available, employers going bankrupt, or 
unemployment.  About 40% had been employed full-time until just before they    
became homeless.  

Security deposit （敷金）A deposit required when renting apartments.  The cost is very 
high, forcing people to be homeless.  

Social inclusion （ソーシャル・インクールジョン・社会的包摂）Disabled people, victims 
of DV, poor single mothers, ethnic and sexual minorities have been excluded from 
Japanese society.  Rough sleepers are among the most excluded.  The idea of 
social  inclusion is to bring all of those excluded into the community, including the 
decision-making process.   

Social rehabilitation（社会復帰）, social participation （社会再参加）Part of the strategy 
for social inclusion, help homeless people to become involved in the community. 

Supportive House （サポーティブ・ハウス）Some of the cheap lodging houses have been 
rebuilt into apartments.  They provide community living and support for people 
who can no longer work.  No insurance deposits or guarantors are necessary.  
Supportive houses are a new community effort to help homeless people find homes, 
but it is hard to adjust to life indoors after a long time on the street.  Support and 
advice are provided.  There are about 1000 people living in supportive houses in 
Kamagasaki. 

Yoseba （寄せ場、よせば） A designated place where those wanting to hire day laborers 
come every morning to do their hiring.  The main centers in Japan are Sanya 
(Tokyo), Kotobuki-cho (Yokohama) and Kamagasaki (Osaka).  The workers stay in 
cheap lodging houses or Doya.  There are yoseba in Kawasaki, Nagoya, Kobe, 
Hiroshima, Naha and other cities, but these locations do not have doya (except 
perhaps Kobe).  Until the 90’s, the yoseba were places to get work, but as work has 
grown scarce, they have become places where homeless and rough sleepers gather.     


